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Friends

FFIS Garage Sale: 
Saturday, June 4th

! Spring is here and that 
means itÕs time for spring cleaning.  
Have some items that you donÕt 
want, but someone else might?  
FFIS is planning a garage sale on 
Saturday, June 4th, to earn funds to 
support our programs.

! The sale will be held as 
part of the annual Ryan Meadows 
Neighborhood Association garage sale.  
Almost 100 homes participate each year 
and hundreds of shoppers descend on 
the neighborhoods in search of treasures.  
Where else can we get so many buyers 
ready and willing to buy your donations 
and help our organization?

DROP OFF: Items can be dropped off at 
2963 Dry Creek Road on June 2nd and 3rd 
from 5:00 to 7:30 pm.  ItÕs helpful to call 
ahead (541-554-7725) so that we know 
youÕre coming.  If you want to donate, 
but canÕt make the drop off days and 
times, let us know in advance so that 
other arrangements can be made.

Donate Items Please!

On June 4th, come and shop our 
garage sale at 2963 Dry Creek 
Road, get some bargains, and 
help support FFIS even more.   
WeÕd love to meet you!  Then 
see what the other 90+ garage 
sales have to offer.  Ryan 
Meadows is located in Santa 
Clara, north of Irving off 
Arrowhead Street.

     
! Have questions?   Contact Rick or 
Suzanne Obst at 541-554-7725 or 
nwtouches@juno.com.  You can get rid of 
your old stuff, get a tax deduction, and 
help support FFIS all at the same 
time! !

The Friendship Foundation for International Students, Eugene, Oregon
       bridging cultures and promoting world peace and understanding through international friendships!

Mission Statement
The Friendship Foundation for International Students (FFIS) is a non-profit organization that exists to 

bridge cultures and promote world peace and understanding through international friendship, personal 

diplomacy, and exchange of ideas. Through our programs and activities, FFIS builds trust and fosters 

goodwill between the local community and University of Oregon international students, alumni, scholars, 

and their families. 

Contact Us or Make a Donation
Friendship Foundation for International Students
5209 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR, 97403
ffis@uoregon.edu
541-346-1436
www.ffisoregon.org

FFIS relies on voluntary donations. Please 
consider making a tax-deductible donation  
today. Checks should be made payable to FFIS. 
Debit/Credit: Online (Paypal) at ffisoregon.org.    

 Thank You!
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Ryan Meadows, 2963 Dry Creek Road, Eugene

FFIS Steering Committee
Rick Obst (Chair), Kelli Matthews (Vice Chair), Olivia Pierce (Secretary), Shirley Gilbreath/Matthew 

Fisher (Treasurer), Steve Gilbreath (Conversation Friend Coordinator), Becky Megerssa (UO Liaison), 

Lindy Mabuya (Student Program Assistant), June Brooks, Ann Danby, Anuncia Escala, Jan Jones, Suzanne 

Makita, Peggy Rice, Cerise Roth-Vinson, Kris Stewart, Stephanie Wood, Vania Situmeang (international 

student), Xuanyao ÒIsabellÓ Zhu (international student)

If you would like to befriend an international student, go to international.uoregon.edu/index.php/community-members/short-term-homestay-
program or email ffis@uoregon.edu to update your FFIS profile.
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C A L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S  

MAY 2011

4! FFIS Steering Committee Meeting

21! Eugene Scottish Festival

JUNE 2011

2&3! Drop off days for FFIS Garage Sale

4! FFIS Garage Sale at Ryan Meadows

! (See map on front page)

In Memoriam:     
Clarice ÒRaeÓ Nell

     As remembered by her husband Jim Nell. Rae was a 
life-long FFIS Steering Committee member and 
volunteer.
     Rae was born May 24, 1934 in Genesee, IdahoÑa 
small farming community situated about 19 miles 
north of Lewiston, Idaho." She was number four of a 
family of eight daughters, all of which helped their 
father work the family farm. Rae attended all of her 
school years, 1st thru 12th,"in the same building"as 
her mother, father, and all of her sisters.
     Rae made her way to Eugene to attend 
Northwest Christian College. Fully embracing her 
new community, she spent the rest of her life 
helping people via church activities, the local 
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA), FFIS, and 
numerous other volunteer organizations. She also 
enjoyed working with children, baking wedding 
cakes, being with others, and discussing current 
events.  
     While she loved Eugene and greater Oregon, Rae 
was also very passionate about the international 
community and its people. As RaeÕs husband Jim 
Nell recalls, ÒAfter becoming involved in FFIS our 
feeling of belonging shifted to people of other 
countries." We really enjoyed all peoples from 
around the world." I remember the day she read 
the"article in the Register Guard about FFIS." She 
contacted Liz Litchman regarding information 
about the program." Liz was very helpful and that 
was the beginning of many very enjoyable and 
interesting times with people from other countries." 
We were involved for about 14 years.Ó
     Rae met Jim Nell in Eugene in 1954." They 
married in November of 1955."" She passed away on 
May 27, 2010 from cancerÑshe was 76. "
     She is survived by her Husband; two sons, Jeff of 
Phoenix, Arizona, and Todd of Salem; a daughter, 
Heidi Hewett of SpringÞeld; four sisters, Alice 
Mitchell of Everett, Washington, Patricia Kries of 
Kamiah, Idaho, Vera Baumgartner of Seattle and 
Leitha Menegat of Eugene; and Þve grandchildren. 

Your Support Counts!
     Please consider making a donation to FFIS today. 
Our annual welcome picnic for new international 
students is on Sunday, September 18th. A donation 
will help us with our picnic costs as we welcome 
new international students and introduce them to 
our community. Checks (payable to FFIS) can be 
sent to FFIS, 5209 University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 
97403. Thank you for your generosity!

A Message of Thanks
Mikko Hoglund, a doctoral international student 
studying linguistics at the UO, was asked a couple of 
questions related to his homestay experience with hosts 
Christine Cunningham and Pete Peterson. 
     
     Chris and Pete are warm and genuine people 
who spend time serving their community through 
various volunteer organizations, including FFIS. 
They really sympathize with the international 
students they host, doing as much as they can to 
make them feel welcome. Their friendship offers a 
feeling of security (which sometimes can be lost in a 
new environment), and their support is lastingÑ
they keep in touch with many of their former 
students. 
     When I Þrst arrived in Eugene, Pete picked me 
up from the airport and right away drove me 
around town and the campus so that I could see the 
area. While staying at Chris and Pete's home, they 
offered me everything I needed from the Internet to 
delicious food and everything in between. 
     When I was ready to look for a place to live, Pete 
spent two days driving me around Eugene to look 
at houses and apartments. He was excited about 
helping me Þnd a new place to liveÑeven though I 
kept telling him he wouldn't need to do it. Before I 
moved out of their house, they took me to dinner 
and a movie! They also helped me buy a bed, gave 
me some furniture they didn't need anymore, and 
helped me move into my new place. They have 
helped me a lot! 
     We have stayed in touch to this day: sometimes 
having coffee on campus, lunch on weekends, or 
attending a dinner party at their place. I'm very 
grateful to them for all that they have done and for 
their friendship. The world needs more people like 
Chris and Pete.

 

Have a question, comment, suggestion, feedback, program 
idea, picture, or story that you'd like to share with the 
Steering Committee or other FFIS members?  We'd love 
to hear from you!  Send it to FFIS@uoregon.edu.

Figuratively Speaking
     Idioms are so much a part of everyday English 

that theyÕre a dime a dozen.  Yet these colorful 

expressions can be all Greek to international 

students learning our language.  Explaining what 

idioms mean can lead to some fun and interesting 

discussions with your student.  

     Each newsletter weÕll list several common 

idioms that you can use as suggested conversation 

topics:

! Cut off your nose to spite your face

! Reach for the stars

! All bark and no bite

! It is what it is

! Elvis has left the building

     You can also Þnd your own idioms by going to 

the websites below:

http://www.idiomsite.com/

http://www.idiomconnection.com/

http://www.englishdaily626.com/idioms.php

http://a4esl.org/q/h/idioms.html  

     Send us an e-mail at FFIS@uoregon.edu and let 

us know about your experiences explaining the 

meaning of various idioms with your student.  

WeÕd love to hear from you!

     If youÕre interested in becoming a Conversation 

Friend with an international student, visit 

www.FFISoregon.org  or call 541-346-1436.   

The world is my country, all mankind are my brethren, and to 
do good is my religion.! ~ Thomas Paine
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